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INTRODUCTION
The atmosphere is warming up and the climate is changing with each passing year. One
million of the eight million species on the planet are at risk of being lost. Forests and oceans
are being polluted and destroyed.
Climate change and environmental degradation pose an existential threat to Europe and
the rest of the world. To overcome these challenges, Europe needed a new growth strategy
that would transform the Union into a modern, resource-efficient and competitive economy,
in which:
There are no net emissions of greenhouse gases in 2050
Economic growth is decoupled from the exploitation of resources
And no one or any region is left behind.
The European Green Deal is then a roadmap for making the EU economy sustainable. An
objective that aims to be achieved by transforming climate and environmental challenges
into opportunities in all areas of intervention, making the transition fair and inclusive for all.
With this in mind, the European Green Deal foresees an action plan to:
Boost the efficient use of resources through the transition to a clean and circular
economy,
Restore biodiversity and reduce pollution.
The plan describes the necessary investments and available financing instruments, and
explains how to ensure a fair and inclusive transition.
The EU wants its climate impact to be neutral by 2050. To achieve this objective, it will be
necessary to take action in all sectors of the economy, including:
Invest in technologies that are not harmful to the environment.
Support industrial innovation.
Implement cleaner, cheaper and healthier forms of public and private transport.
Decarbonize the energy sector.
Ensure the increase in the energy efficiency of buildings.
Cooperate with international partners to improve global environmental standards.
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The EU will also provide financial support and technical assistance to help those most affected by
the transition to the green economy, through “The Just Transition Mechanism”, which translated
from English means - Mechanism for a Just Transition.
This mechanism will help to mobilize at least EUR 100 billion over the 2021-2027 period, in the most
affected regions.
The European Green Deal is an integral part of the strategy to implement the 2030 Agenda and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which are a United Nations universal call for action to end
poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all people to have peace and prosperity.
These objectives include areas of action such as climate change, economic inequality, innovation,
sustainable consumption, peace and justice, among other priorities. Goals are intertwined - often the
key to the success of one will involve addressing issues most commonly associated with the other.
The European Green Deal then comes as a complement to that, it is a response to a series of
challenges and it is a new growth strategy that aims to transform the EU into a just and prosperous
society, with a modern, resource-efficient economy and competitive, where there are no net emissions
of greenhouse gases in 2050 and where economic growth is decoupled from the use of resources.
Although very well intentioned, the European Green Deal’s environmental ambition will not be
achieved with the EU acting alone. The factors of climate change and loss of biodiversity are global
and are not limited by national borders. The EU, in fact, intends to use its influence, expertise and
financial resources to mobilize its neighbors and partners to join it on a sustainable path.
With that in mind, we have formulated this material with a brief summary of what the European Green
Deal is about, and which will serve as an initial roadmap of the main policies and measures needed
in this global struggle. The challenges are complex and interconnected. The answer, both from the
public and private sector, must be bold and comprehensive in the quest to maximize the benefits for
health, quality of life, resilience and competitiveness. We hope that this content will be very useful
for you! Good reading!
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WHAT IS THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL
IN EUROPE?
As we explained earlier, the European Green Deal is a roadmap for making the EU’s economy
more sustainable. It aims to transform the bloc of 27 countries into a low-carbon economy, without
reducing prosperity and, at the same time, improving people’s quality of life, through cleaner air and
water, better health and a prosperous natural world.
At the same time, the agreement provides for this transition to be fair and inclusive. It must put people
first, and pay attention to the regions, industries and workers that will face the greatest challenges.
Since it will bring about substantial changes, active public participation and confidence in the
transition are paramount if policies are to work and be accepted. A new pact is needed to bring
together citizens in all their diversity, with national, regional, local authorities, civil society and industry
working closely with the EU institutions and advisory bodies.

HOW IT WILL WORK?
The European Green Deal will operate through a regulatory and legislative framework that sets clear
targets for overcoming - a target across the entire net zero carbon emissions block by 2050, and a
50% - 55% cut in emissions by 2030 (in compared to 1990 levels) must be at the center - alongside
incentives to encourage private sector investment, with action plans for key sectors and goals such
as stopping species loss, cutting waste and making better use of natural resources .
The entire EU budget will be subject to checks to ensure that it is spent in a way that benefits the
environment, with a detailed roadmap of “50 actions for 2050” for other sectors.

WHY DOES THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL MATTERS INTERNATIONALY?
This year - if the coronavirus allows it - there will be the most important international climate meeting
since the Paris agreement was signed in 2015.
Unfortunately, the national promises made in Paris on the reduction of greenhouse gases have fallen
short of what is necessary to stay below 2C, and since 2015 world carbon production has increased
by 4%.
In the Cop26 climate negotiations, which will be held in Glasgow in November this year, nations are
expected to reach tougher targets for 2030, and preferably also targets to achieve zero net emissions
by the middle of the century, or soon thereafter.
EU climate leadership through the European Green Deal is crucial to pressure China and other major
emitters to make more ambitious climate commitments.
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WHAT ARE THE FOCUS OF THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL?
To deliver the European Green Deal, it is necessary to rethink policies for the supply of clean energy
across the economy, industry, production and consumption, large-scale infrastructure, transport,
food and agriculture, construction, taxation and social benefits.
To achieve these objectives, it is also essential to increase the value attached to the protection and
restoration of natural ecosystems, to the sustainable use of resources and to the improvement of
human health. The EU must also promote and invest in the necessary digital transformation and
tools, as these are the essential facilitators of change.
In addition to launching new initiatives, the EU will work with Member States to intensify EU efforts
to ensure that current legislation and policies pertaining to the European Green Deal are applied and
effectively implemented.
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EU’S CLIMATIC AMBITION FOR 2030
AND 2050 - MEET THE MAIN POINTS
The European Green Deal’s plan is to increase the target of reducing the EU’s greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030 to at least 50% and to 55% compared to 1990 levels responsibly. To provide
these additional reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, it will be analyzed and proposed, until June
2021, to revise and propose the revision, when necessary, of all climate-related policy instruments.

CLEAN, AFFORDABLE AND SAFE POWER SUPPLY
The decarbonisation of the energy system is essential to achieve climate goals in 2030 and 2050.
Energy production and use in all economic sectors are responsible for more than 75% of the EU’s
greenhouse gas emissions. Energy efficiency must be prioritized. An electrical sector must be
developed based largely on renewable sources, complemented by the rapid elimination of coal and
the decarbonization of gas. At the same time, the EU’s energy supply needs to be safe and affordable
for consumers and businesses. For this to happen, it is essential to ensure that the European energy
market is fully integrated, interconnected and digitalized, respecting technological neutrality.
The transition to clean energy must involve and benefit consumers. Renewable energy sources will
play an essential role. The increase in wind production will be essential. The intelligent integration
of renewable solutions, energy efficiency and other sustainable proposals between sectors will help
achieve decarbonisation at the lowest possible cost.

INDUSTRY MOBILIZATION FOR A CLEAN AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY
Achieving a climate neutral and circular economy requires the full mobilization of industry. It takes
25 years - a generation - to transform an industrial sector and all value chains. To be ready in 2050,
decisions and actions need to be taken in the next five years.
From 1970 to 2017, the annual global extraction of materials tripled and continues to grow 13,
representing a major global risk. About half of the total greenhouse gas emissions and more than
90% of the loss of biodiversity and water stress come from resource extraction and the processing
of materials, fuels and food.
In other words, the EU industry initiated the change, but it is still responsible for 20% of greenhouse
gas emissions, and only 12% of the materials it uses come from recycling 14.
Energy-intensive industries, such as steel, chemicals and cement, are indispensable for Europe’s
economy, as they provide several important value chains. Decarbonisation and modernization of this
sector are essential.
While the circular economy action plan will guide the transition of all sectors, the action will focus,
in particular, on resource-intensive sectors, such as textiles, construction, electronics and plastics.
The circular economy action plan will also include measures to encourage companies to offer, and
to allow consumers to choose reusable, durable and repairable products.
Measures to improve energy efficiency and the performance of the sector’s own circular economy
will also be considered.
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The need for more transparency on the environmental impact of electronic communication services,
stricter measures in the implementation of new networks, and the benefits of supporting “backwards”
schemes to encourage people to return their unwanted devices, such as cell phones, will also be
assessed. tablets and chargers.

ENERGY AND RESOURCE EFFICIENT CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
The construction, use and renovation of buildings requires significant amounts of energy and
mineral resources (for example, sand, gravel, cement). Buildings also account for 40% of the energy
consumed. Today, the annual rate of renovation of the stock of buildings varies from 0.4% to 1.2%
in the Member States. This rate will need to at least double to achieve the EU’s energy efficiency
and climate objectives. At the same time, 50 million consumers are struggling to keep their homes
adequately heated.
to face the dual challenge of energy efficiency and accessibility, the EU and Member States must
engage in a “renovation wave” of public and private buildings. While increasing renewal rates is
challenging, renewal reduces energy bills and can reduce energy poverty.

ACCELERATING THE SHIFT TO SUSTAINABLE AND SMART MOBILITY
Transport is responsible for a quarter of the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions and is still growing.
To achieve climate neutrality, a 90% reduction in transport emissions is required by 2050. Road,
rail, air and water transport will have to contribute to the reduction. Achieving sustainable transport
means putting users first and providing them with more accessible, accessible, healthy and cleaner
alternatives to their current mobility habits. Therefore, a sustainable and intelligent mobility strategy
will be adopted that will address this challenge and address all sources of emissions.
Transport is also expected to become drastically less polluting, especially in cities. A combination
of measures should address emissions, urban congestion and the improvement of public transport.

‘FARM TO FORK’: DESIGNING A FAIR, HEALTHY AND ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLY FOOD SYSTEM
European food is famous for being safe, nutritious and of high quality. It must now also become
the global sustainability standard. Although the transition to more sustainable systems has begun,
feeding a rapidly growing world population remains a challenge with current production patterns.
Food production still results in air, water and soil pollution, contributes to the loss of biodiversity and
climate change, and consumes excessive amounts of natural resources, while an important part
of food is wasted. At the same time, low-quality diets contribute to obesity and diseases such as
cancer.
There are new opportunities for all operators in the food value chain. New technologies and scientific
discoveries, combined with increased public awareness and the demand for sustainable food, will
benefit all stakeholders. The “Farm to Fork” Strategy, which covers all stages of the food chain, will
be implemented and will pave the way for the formulation of a more sustainable food policy.
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The proposals for the agreement for the common agricultural policy for 2021 to 2027 stipulate that at
least 40% of the overall budget of the common agricultural policy and at least 30% of the Maritime
Fisheries Fund would contribute to climate action.
These strategic plans will be evaluated against robust climatic and environmental criteria. These plans
should lead to the use of sustainable practices, such as precision agriculture, organic agriculture,
agroecology, agroforestry and stricter animal welfare standards. By shifting the focus from compliance
to performance, measures should reward farmers for better environmental and climate performance,
including soil carbon management and storage, and better nutrient management to improve water
quality and reduce emissions.
Strategic plans will also need to reflect an increase in the level of ambition to significantly reduce the
use and risk of chemical pesticides, as well as the use of fertilizers and antibiotics.
This strategy will also contribute to achieving a circular economy. The objective is to reduce the
environmental impact of the food processing and retail sectors, by applying actions on transportation,
storage, packaging and food waste. This will include actions to combat food fraud, including
strengthening enforcement and investigative capacity at EU level, and launching a process to identify
new innovative food and feed products, such as seaweed-based seafood.
Finally, the strategy will endeavor to encourage sustainable food consumption and promote healthy
and affordable food for all. Imported foods that do not meet the relevant EU environmental standards
are not allowed on EU markets.
Actions will be proposed to help consumers choose healthy and sustainable diets and reduce food
waste. Therefore, new ways will be proposed to give consumers better information, including by digital
means, on details such as where the food comes from, its nutritional value and its environmental
footprint.

PRESERVING AND RESTORING ECOSYSTEMS AND BIODIVERSITY
Ecosystems provide essential services, such as food, fresh water and clean air, and shelter. They
mitigate natural disasters, pests and diseases and regulate the climate. The EU and its global partners
need to stem the loss of biodiversity. The Global Assessment Report 21 of the Global Science-Policy
Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services showed the global erosion of biodiversity, caused
mainly by changes in the way land and sea are used, by the direct exploitation of natural resources
and by climate change as the third most important driver of biodiversity loss.
The biodiversity strategy will identify specific measures to meet objectives such as increasing the
coverage of marine areas and marine protected areas rich in biodiversity. There is a need to improve
and restore damaged ecosystems to good ecological status, including carbon-rich ecosystems.
The biodiversity strategy will also include proposals for green European cities and increase biodiversity
in urban spaces. The elaboration of a nature restoration plan will be considered and will examine
how to provide funds to help Member States achieve this goal.
Forest ecosystems are also under increasing pressure as a result of climate change. The EU’s forestry
area needs to improve, both in quality and in quantity, if the EU is to achieve climate neutrality and
a healthy environment.
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The EU’s new forestry strategy will have as its fundamental objectives effective afforestation, and
forest preservation and restoration in Europe, to help increase CO2 absorption, reduce the incidence
and extent of forest fires, while fully respecting ecological principles favorable to biodiversity.

A ZERO POLLUTION AMBITION FOR A TOXIC-FREE ENVIRONMENT
Creating a toxic-free environment requires more action to prevent pollution from being generated.
To protect European citizens and ecosystems, the EU needs to better monitor, report, prevent and
remedy air, water, soil and consumer products pollution. To do this, the EU and the Member States
will have to look more systematically at all policies and regulations. To face these interconnected
challenges, a zero pollution action plan for air, water and soil will be adopted in 2021.
The natural functions of soil and surface water must be restored. This is essential to preserve and
restore biodiversity in lakes, rivers, swamps and estuaries, and to prevent and limit flood damage.
To ensure a toxic-free environment, a chemical strategy for sustainability will be presented. This
will help to better protect citizens and the environment from dangerous chemicals and encourage
innovation to develop safe and sustainable alternatives.
All parties, including industry, must work together to combine better health and environmental
protection and greater global competitiveness. This can be achieved by simplifying and strengthening
the legal framework.

INTEGRATING SUSTAINABILITY INTO ALL EU POLICIES
To achieve the ambition established by the European Green Deal, there are significant investment
needs. Achieving the current 2030 climate and energy targets will require 260 billion euros of
additional annual investment 27, about 1.5% of GDP 28 in 2018. This flow of investments will need
to be sustained over time. The magnitude of the investment challenge requires the mobilization of
both the public and private sectors.
An Investment Plan for Sustainable Europe will also be presented to help meet additional financing
needs. It will combine dedicated funding to support sustainable investments and proposals for an
improved enabling framework that is conducive to green investment. At the same time, it will be
essential to prepare a pipeline of sustainable projects. Technical assistance and advisory services
will help project promoters to identify and prepare projects and access sources of funding.
The EU budget will play a key role. A 25% target for climate integration in all EU programs has been
proposed. The EU budget will also contribute to achieving climate targets on the revenue side.
At least 30% of the invested fund will contribute to combating climate change. In addition, projects
will be subject to proof of sustainability for screening the contribution they make to climate,
environmental and social objectives.
As part of the Sustainable Europe Investment Plan, a Fair Transition Mechanism was also proposed,
including a Transition Fund, so as not to leave anyone behind.
The most vulnerable are those most exposed to the harmful effects of climate change and environmental
degradation. At the same time, managing the transition will lead to significant structural changes
in business models, skill requirements and relative prices. Citizens, depending on their social and
geographical circumstances, will be affected in different ways. Not all Member States, regions and
cities start the transition from the same point or have the same response capacity. These challenges
require a strong political response at all levels.
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THE ROLE OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR
The private sector will be instrumental in financing the green transition. Long-term signals are needed
to direct financial and capital flows to green investments and to avoid stranded assets. Therefore, a
renewed sustainable financing strategy will be presented in the third quarter of 2020 that will focus
on a series of actions.
In addition, increased opportunities will be provided for investors and companies, facilitating the
identification of sustainable investments and ensuring that they are reliable. This can be done
through clear labels for retail investment products and by developing an EU green bond standard
that facilitates sustainable investment in the most convenient way.

MOBILIZE RESEARCH AND FOSTER INNOVATION
New technologies, sustainable solutions and disruptive innovation are essential to achieve the
objectives of the European Green Deal. To maintain its competitive advantage in clean technologies,
the EU needs to significantly increase its large-scale deployment and demonstration of new
technologies across sectors and across the single market, building new innovative value chains.
This challenge is beyond the means of each Member State.
This data, combined with digital infrastructure (for example, supercomputers, cloud, ultra-fast
networks) and artificial intelligence solutions, facilitate evidence-based decisions and expand the
ability to understand and face environmental challenges.
It is important to stress that conventional approaches will not be enough. Emphasizing experimentation
and working across sectors and disciplines, the EU’s research and innovation agenda will take the
systemic approach necessary to achieve the objectives of the European Green Deal, which will also
involve local communities in working towards a more sustainable future, in initiatives that seek to
combine social attraction and technological momentum.

ENABLING EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Schools, training institutions and universities are well positioned to engage with students, parents
and the wider community on the changes needed for a successful transition. The agreement also
aims to provide education in schools to absorb new generations on the most urgent sustainable
and environmental goals, as well as providing Member States with new financial resources to make
school buildings and operations more sustainable.
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CONCLUSION: TIME TO ACT
TOGETHER
The global challenges of climate change and environmental degradation call for a global
response. The EU will continue to promote and implement ambitious environmental,
climate and energy policies around the world. It will develop a stronger “sustainable
diplomacy” focused on convincing and supporting others to take their part in promoting
development. By setting a credible example and pursuing diplomacy, trade policy,
development support and other foreign policies, the EU can be an effective advocate, so
it will work closely with Member States to mobilize all bilateral and multilateral diplomatic
channels - including the United Nations, the G7, the G20, the World Trade Organization
and other relevant internationals.
The aim is to work on new standards for sustainable growth and to shape international
standards that are in line with the EU’s environmental and climate ambitions.
The involvement and commitment of the public and all stakeholders is crucial to the
success of the European Green Deal. Recent political events show that change policies
only work if citizens are fully involved in designing them.

SB SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS is aimed at large companies interested in its value chain certified
in Sustainable Practices with the ESG criteria. In a 100% digital way, your supplier follows a
transformation path within a platform available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and in real time,
specialized consultants lead the transformation. At the end of the day, the requirements for the
control of the Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) indices of its suppliers are audited by
the International QMS Certifier, thus finalizing the process of obtaining the SB ESG Seal.

FOR GENERAL QUESTIONS, CONTACT OUR SB
SUSTAINABILITY SERVICES TEAM:

hello@sbsustainablebusiness.com
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www.sbsustainablebusiness.com

